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Guide to rangefinders 

Choosing the rangefinder may seem very easy before we got insight into the factors that determine 

how well the distance meter will work in practical hunting. 

The key is how strong the laser is, the strength will ultimately determine how satisfied you are with 

the product. If you read through my experiences and thoughts about rangefinder, then I believe you 

can make a better choice. 

Entered Distance 

As you probably already have seen that is always a maximum measuring distance of all the distance 

meter and it is precisely with the specified value, you must look up and look at it more practically 

usable distance. 

Practically useful distance 

There is a standard protocol for testing and identification of rangefinders capacity. 

The specified 600 meters meter can only perform at a guide board, which is a completely smooth, 

perpendicular solid surface for maximum reflection of the laser beam. 

These are often listed in the manual as: 

A    Guide Board 1400 meters 1530 yards 

B    House 914 meters 1000 yards 

C    Tree 650 meters 710 yards 

D    Banner 300 meters 328 yards 

The dimensions mentioned in the above table is for a meter that has the maximum specified test 

distance of 1400 meters. If you look at the bottom of the dimension (D) we see that this very strong 

gauge still only capable of 300 meters measured on a golf flag. 

If you transfer this to a meter that measures the maximum of 600 meters so you know that it will not 

perform well. The specified 600 meters drops drastically in practical usage. With a rated capacity of 

600 meters, it means that in practice it can be measured against a tree at about half the distance = 

300 meters and you should measure a smaller animals, for example, a fox out in an open shed so 

reduces the distance that the meter can withstand further. 

Difference between weather 

Weather Types as rain, snow and fog affect the meter's capacity tremendously. What happens is that 

the laser beam may be harder to reach that destination and then reflect back. Do you have a poor 

gauge the problems may soon become obvious. 
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Fragmentation of the laser beam 

It described the problem extends further in practical hunting conditions of the laser beam on a thin 

gauge also quickly broken up and becomes broad. 

Laser beam division and width increases the farther the distance becomes the goal. 

This in turn implies that with increased distance will inevitably get bigger and bigger problems with 

the measurement of goals that are beyond: shrubs, trees or other obstacles on the path to its 

destination. 

The big question when you are measuring in these circumstances is of course if it really is the 

distance to the animal you have, or at any of the objects in the terrain on this side. 

If you require that your rangefinder to work well in the hunt, I think that at least 800 meters of the 

rated capacity is recommended. A simple rule is that the stronger - the better functioning of the 

meter even at short distances. 

Distance Meters binoculars 

As with all other optics is the lens quality and treatment that largely determines how good the focus 

is. One can say that the optical quality is rarely the determining factor of what can be considered a 

good gauge, the most important thing is, after all, that the measurements are working properly. 

No rangefinder, I looked at, regardless of price has been so good optics, etc. so that it could replace a 

conventional hand binoculars. 

Sub rangefinder is designed as a mono pair of binoculars, which directly means that you lose depth of 

vision, then it is often eye the distance to many of cards. Right eye distance is something that is 

worth watching. Do not choose one with an extremely short distance which could easily become a 

nuisance when it's cold outside, etc. What happens is that the lens very easy get misty when you look 

at it. 

Different measurement functions 

A pressure - a measure of 

Simple models are often only measured by the button is pressed and released to a measurement 

result to occur. 

Scan Mode 

A little more advanced meters usually also have scan mode. One button gives about 10 seconds of 

continuous measurement. This makes it easier to find that you are measuring the right targets. 
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Triangulation 

Using this method, you can measure the distance difference between the different shooting angles, 

etc. This feature is sometimes used by bowhunters. 

Watertight 

Of course, it makes sense if it says "waterproof" so that the meter even tolerate a bath, but the 

likelihood that you perform this is of course very low. My experience of rangefinders, which is water 

resistant and therefore withstands rain, etc., is that this is more than sufficient. 

During hunting in winter, it has often happened that they got a little snow in the side pocket where 

the meter is stored. This has rendered without prejudice to the distance meter. 

Enlarge 

Magnification at a distance meter normally ranges between 6-8 x, and this is not essential to use, you 

will only see the goal and can measure. 

Rangefinders are not good in low light conditions, so when you sit on that evening, for example deer 

hunting, it is useful to begin by measuring the location, and memorize parts of the terrain that will be 

your longest shooting distance. 

Battery 

The simplest and most practical is if the distance meter is powered by standard batteries AA, AAA or 

9V available at all stations, etc. 

Rangefinders often draws little power, but sometimes you discover,r perhaps as late as the night 

before that there is some power left in batteries. 

It is good to have extra batteries with them, especially in winter when they are adversely affected by 

cold. 


